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AOf the Senate of the State of Ilovida «f the Third Session of
the Legislature, begun and held at the Capitol in the City of
Tallahassee, in the State of Ilorida, on Tuesday the fourth
day of January 1. D., 1870, being the day fized by the Con-
stigution of the State of I'lovide for the meeting of the Legis-
lature. .

The Senate convened in vegular sessiou.

The roll being called, the following Senators answered to their
names © .

Messrs, Bradwell, Crawford, Crase, Hillyer, Kendrick,

- Meacham, McCaskill, Pearce, Smith, Vaughan, Walls, and

Wentworth—12. . : :

Absent—12. ‘

A message from the Assembly was received to the purport
that no quorum was present in that body. .

The Lieutenant-trovernor in the chair declared that no quorum
was present, and the Senate, on motion,of Mr., Wentworth, ad-

Journed to 10 AL M., to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY, January 5th, 1870—10 A, M,

The Scnate convened in conformity to adjonrnment.
The Lieutenant-Governor in the chair.
Roll being called the following Senators answered to their
names :
. Mr. President, Messrs. Bradwell, Crawford, Cruse, Ginn, Hen-
lerson, Hillyer, Katzenberg, Kendrick, Krimminger, Meacham,

-MecCaskill, Smith, Smithson, Underwood, Vaughan, Walls,

Weeks and Wentworth-—18.

On motion of Mr. Smith a committec was appointed to inform
the Assembly that the Senate has drganized and is prepaved for
business.

Messrs. Smith, IHenderson and Walls were_appointed, per-

.formed the duty and were discharged.



4 ) .

<\ conunittee from the Assembly reported that body uas or--

ganized and is ready for the transaction of business.
On motion of Mr. Katzenberg a joint committee was appoint-

ed to wait on His Excellency to inform him that the Legislature-

has organized and prepared to receive any wmwessage or instruc
tion he may be pleased to communicate.

Messrs. Katzenberg and McCaskill were appointed on said
conmittee. ‘ .

The committee reported that they perfurmed their duty and

that the Governor will communicate with the two Houses of the

Legislature at 12 M, to-day.
My, Meacham presented the following resolution :

Resolved, That in order to sustain the dignity of The Senate,,

if any member of the Senate comes in this chamber drunk, he
or they shall be expelled;
Which on motion of Mr. Wentworth was laid on the table.
On motion of Mr, Smirh, the Senate adjourned to five minutes
bhefore 12 M. :

FIVE MINUTES TO TWELVE, M.

The Senate convened, in accordance to adjournment at five

_minutes before twelve M.—a ¢uorum present, and proceeded to

the Assembly Room, on the invitation of a committee from that.
body, to hear the message of His Excellency the Governor.

On motion of Mr. Meacham a committee of five was appoint--
ed, viz: Messrs Meacham, Xarris, Cox, Greeno and Purman, to
wait upon the Governor, and inform him, that the Legislature is
prepared to receive any message he may have to present to
them. ) ’

On motion of Mr. Wentworth, a commistee was appointed,.
consisting of Messrs Wentworth, McCaskill and Butler, to in-
vite the Cabinet officers, the members of the Judiciary and
the officers of the army, at present in the State, to take seats
within the bar of the Legisiature.

On motion of Mr. Raney the reporters of the newspapers were
invited to seats within the bar.

At twelve M. the above appointed committce introduced the
Governor, who delivered the following message.
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Llentlemen op the Legistature :

I congratulate you on the ‘favorable auspices under which
syou again assemble to legislate upon the interests of the Com-
monwealth, During no period in the history of the State hag
~there Deen more marked improvement and general prosperity
“than in the year just passed, and never have the laws been nore
.generally and efficiently executed. In several counties organ-
“ized hands of lawless men have conspired to overawe the civil
-authorities, and many acts of violence have ocourred.  But these
have been incidental to the State in all its past history, and arise
‘less, perhaps, from special enmity to the present form of govern-
.ment than from opposition to the restraints of law in general.

When we consider what has been accomplished towards the
-establishment of equal laws and the acknowledgment of equal
rights, within the brief time since Republican government has
been inaugurated, I think we find little cause for complaint,
:and less cause to reflect upon either the form of government or
its oficial exponents. The Chief Exceutive aud Judicial De-
partments of the government have been tested in o manner un-
paralleled in thehistory of civil guvernment, and have stood that
test in such a way as to afford assurance of future integrity and
“to command the respect of the people.

Every weak point in the new Constitution has been taken ad-
vantage of, by parties who contributéd to the formation of
‘that justrument, to bring dishonor upon the adininistration
‘and the State. - Conspiracies have been formed to secure the
-control of the financial and railroad policy of the State in the
interest of corrupt men, and to render the government snbser-
vient to the pecuniary aggrandizement of a few at the expense
of the best interests of the State and people. As the represent-
-atives of these Interests—many of you for the fivst time admitted
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to the rights of freemen—yon have thus far resisted these extra-
ordinary efforts to mislead, intimidate, or subsidize you from the

path of duty, and you have preserved the State from the incubus.

of a corrupt and corrupting power which has fastened itself upon
80 many of the States now struggling to rise from the ruins of
war. .

‘We received the high trust now held by us, with the State-
desolated by seven years of anarchy and misrule, with an
cmpty treasury, with six hundred thousand dollars acknowledged
debt and a much larger amount repudiated and hanging like a
clound upon our financial escutcheon, with bonds dishonored by
years of neglected interest, with a school fund robbed of its last
dollar to aid in war upon the republic, with a railroad system
half completed, bankrupted, and at the merey of an adjoining

State, with revenue laws inadequate to the current expenses of”

the government and which contemplated no payment of interest

upon the State debt—with no schools or school system, no henev--

olent institutions, no alms-houses, 1no penitentiary, and scarce a
jail.

. Such was the inheritance bequeathed to us by the fortunes-

of war, and under such incumbrances we were required to estab-
lish and maintain a Republican government under which naster
and slave—whose relations had changed from the results of the

war—were to yield obedience to the same law and be entitled to-

the same privileges.
STATE FINANCES,
At your first session you authorized an issue of three hundred
thousand dollars in bonds, and placed them at my disposal for
the purpose of paying off the floating debt, I disposed of sev-

_enty-one thousand dollars, and discharged sixty-two thousand,

seven hundred dollars of that debt, but withheld the attempt to-

’ . . . .=
dispose of the bonds in open market until a basis could be laid

for a State eredit, in the enactment of a proper revenue law un-
der the new Caonstitution. .

At your second session you authorized an additional issue of
two hundred thousand, and placed them, with the remaining
two hundred and twenty-nine thousand, at the disposal of the
CGomptroller.  DBoth acts restricted the sale to a minimum of sev-

L s,
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enty-five cents, On the 11th March last, negotiated in Wash-

ingpon a sale of the entire four hundred and twenty-nine thousand

to one of the first banking houses in the country,within the restr ic
tion, payable upon delivery of the bonds in New York, the last
two hundred thousand of which had yet to be issued. The
Comptroller refused to recognize this negotiation for reasons
known to himself and indicated in his report to the late spectal
session. '

Had this negotiation been perfected our floating debt would
have-been funded, our dishonored bonds appreciated, the further
issue of treasury certificates obviated, our State expenses largely
reduced, and our bonds among the most valuable securities of
the country. - .
It is the first duty of the State to provide for the payment of
all its outstanding obligations, no matter by whom or on what
aceount these wereincwured. The school fund was appropriated
by the rebel State government, it must be restored by the loyal

State, and a new tax levied to meetit. Three hundred thousand

dollars additional debt was bequeathed us by the old govern-
ment, this must be paid as sacredly as if incurred by the present.
In addition to these are heavy obligations upon the Internal Im-
provement Fund for interest on railroad bonds, which must be
discharged. There are repudiated obligations of the old Terri-
torial government which hang as a cloud over our State credit;
debts assumed without due authority by a Territorial Legislature,
and for the henefit of » few speculators who were enriched
thereby, leaving 2 burden to be discharged, or a dishonor to be
borne, by a people who received no benefit therefrom. There
are county oblications assumed in behalf of the development of
the—State debts which are a burden too heavy to be horne, and
yet which cannot be thrown off, v

I wonld have all these incumbrances - and cvery other,
promptly, courageounsly, patriotically met, and steps taken to

- redeen the State integrity and establish its credit and honor.

It is true that those who incurrred and received the henefit of
many of these obligations will complain of the burden of taxa-
tion and denounce the present government for the follics of the
past. Still we cannot afford to bequeath to our suceessors an
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inheritance of ignominy, nor suffer this fair State to longer rest
under the imputation of repudiation or dishonesty.

I beg leave to call your astention further, in cennéction with
thematter of finances, to section 18, Article XV1., of the Consti-
tution. It declares that each county and incovporated city
shall make provision for the support of its own officers, subject
to such regulations as may be prescribed by law. Tiiis section,
in my opinion, was intended to relieve the State Trea~ury of the
expenses incurred by sheriffs, county judges, clerks of courts,
justices of the peace and other officers in the trausaction of
public business, and to provide that the counties should pay
such expenses. If it does not mean this I am at 2 loss to divine
its object. My impression is that all the charges and fees of
county officers, except in private suits, are properly duc from
the counties, and that they are not legaily chargeable against
the State. Up to the present time the practice has been to pay
these expenses out of the State Treasury, but I respectfally sub-
mit that such practice ought to cease, as being wnwarranted by
the Constitution. Whether other legislation may be necessary
to provide the manner of auditing and paying the fees of the
county officers, will be determined by yourselves upon an exam-
ination of the laws now inforece. This provision of the Consti-
tution properly observed will greatly relieve the State Treasury.
The claims of county officers- for fees may be examined with
greater care by the county auditor and the county commis-
sioners In the several counties than by the Comptroller, who is
enabled to judge of the justice of a claim solely by means of
written statements submitted to him in connection therewith.

The late hour av which I received the reports of the Comp-
troller and Treasurer preclude my presenting a comnplete state-
ment of the financial condition of the State, Sufficient is shown,
however, to establish the fact that it could not well be worsc.
But neither of these reports nor both combined «convey an ade-
quate idea of the true condition of the Treasury, as no attempt
is made to show the amount of unpaid irnterest on the old honds
of the State; nor is there any exhibit of the resources.
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These reports place the State debt at $805,370.40, but in fact
it ismuch greater. T find it thus:
Bonded debt of January 1, 1869, - - - $578,045 08
Viz.: Seven per cent. bonds, 1856,$220,000 00
Seven per cent. bonds in School and

~ Seminary Fund, - - - 262,045 03
Seven per cent. bonds in Internal
TImprovement Fund, - - - 66,000 00
Eight per cent. bonds Constitution-
al Convention, - - - - 30,000 00—$ 578,045 08

Of this there was paid, bonds of 1567, the past

year, - - - - - - - - 25,000 00

Leaving of bonded debt of 1869, - - - $553,045 08

. To this must be added the accumulated interest

on the $220,000 7 per cent. bonds -of 1856.
This interest is not stated anywhere, and from
the reports would appear as paid, but T am
called upon to pay back interest on $132,000 of
_ these bonds now held by Indian Tinst Fund at
Washington, - - - - - - -
And it is fair to assume that the remaining $73,000
of these bonds of 1856 hear accumulated inter-

73,360 00

¢st in the same manner since 1861—9 years, - 49,140 00
Then, admitting that the interest on bonds in the
School and Imternal Improvement Fund has
been paid, we have interest on Convention
bonds 1 yearat 8 per cent., - - - - 2,400 00
© Add new bonds sold, - - - - - 76,000 00
H
Amount of outstanding Treasury warrants and
certificates, - - - 1 - . 151825 32
Amount duc on hypothecated bonds, - - 105:985 30

And we haye for State debt, - - -
If we are compelled to add to this the amount of
the bouds hypothecated and understood to be
Torfeited, it will then add, - - - -
It the further amount is added ot the sum claimed
ofthe Comptroller by C. D, Willard as agent for
negotiating the bonds not sold, and for which
sult 1s pending, - - - - - -

$1,011,756 20

$318,014 20

25,000 00

We shall then havea grand total of State debt of $1,354,770 40

But assuming the debt at-$1,011,756.20, we have to provide
the present year for the payment, upon the supposition that all
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12‘1 t dues are to be met, (which they never were by the old zoy-
erniment,) as follows: ) )

Accumulated interest as above

: > as above stated - - §12¢

r\}’arrzmts and certificates outstanding, - - ﬁg i’gg? 90

l,O redeem hypothecated bonds, .. . - 10"9;'? 50

Convention bonds and interest, - - - - ‘-‘2’468 00

Int(f:'est on %533,045.08 bonds, at 7 per cent. - gé”? 13 fl)g
76,000 bonds ftt 6 per cent. - - 4;560 00

Total floating debt
oating debt, . - - $455,98
Add for expenses of State government and con- o BT

B t%ngengies,‘ - - - - - - $200,000 00
or repairs Capitol and addition to Penitentiary, 50,000 00
o H

Total for 1870, - - -

‘ - $705,984 9%
. Now to meet this what are our resources ?  The Comptroller
glve.s ]lOl‘l(', except to partially state the revenuc for 1869, a
portion of which has heen received. It may be safe to ‘msm,nLe
that we shall realize from the collections of past years t‘c;.ward
?eetn_)g the expens’es of present .‘ $200,000 00
 and G from Ondne omumissions, & 14856 00
From sale of $427,000 6 per poreTent f ap pons. 14,856 00
, per cent. Bonds at 75c. 320,250 00

Total resources, . $545,100 00

. . .

.- %160,864 2
Now it will not suffice to charge our ial i
. b wi . large our present financial condi-
100 to the incompetency of the assessors and collectors, as i
- -1 1 . | o
done by the Comptroller and Treasurer, nor will it relieve us to
clomplaln of the form of government under which we live, or of
the salavies allowed unnder aver whi
phe s ; ed under that government. The aw, which
atuly sought to change to conform to the Constitution. aud
not the officers, are responsible for the © weakenine of our re
. \ o gt . . - = -
sources from taxation.” Tt is impossible to obtain a fair and
unitorm valuation under the law as it has stood By the law
- . . ) ’ T V )
enacted at the special session, which goes into operation the
presen't year, our resources from taxation upon the same basis of
valuation will be largely enbanced
a} < * . : .
The State '}ms been going beyond its income in expenditure
every year simce the war,  Its resources were never made avail-

Leaving to be supplied by extraordinary means
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able, its obligations werc never discharged. Its assessors and
collectors were more incompetent and inefiicient than the officers
of to-day, and their veturns were less prompt. It will not do to
point for example to an ante¢edent government which never met
its current expenses nor paid the interest upon its debt.

The new government was inangurated with a different pur-
pose, and it must not be diverted from that purpose by its ene-
mies, nor through fear of being charged with being expensive.
An efficient government is the only government for which the
people should be taxed. Our Constitution requires that we levy
sufficient tax to meet owr cwrrent expenses and “pay the inter-
est on the public debt.” For nine years this interest has becen
suffered to accumulate. It is time that it was paid. How is
this to be done and our other obligations to be discharged *—This
is the question to be met by you and by you determined. The
officers whose business it is to submit a plan have failed to do so.

As I have done heretofore, so I repeat notw. The further is-
sue of warrants and treasnry certificates should cease and a cash
basis be established. If this cannot be done, a temporary issue
of treasury notes for general cireulation, if admissable under the
Federal Constitution, may be resorted to. Anissue of $100,000
or perhaps $200,000 for cirenlationin the State would be a local
convenience, and a velief to the Treasury, but it should
be well guarded and under such restrictions as will preclude
fraud and corruption.

I most heartily concur in the policy of a general relief from
political disability—as is suggested in the report of the Treas-
wer—of every man, of whatever party proclivities; and, as
always heretofore, since the accession of the present State Gov-
ernment, so, in the future, I shall continue to urge upon the
general Government the policy of a generons ammesty, and
shall always cordially weleome hack to citizenship every man
who has the good of the State at heart.

But, while T have always felt the performance of my Consti-
tutional duty, of making nominations to oftice, to be exceedingly
difficult and embarrassing, and have rejoiced that the Constitu-
tion has equally divided the responsibility between the Senate
and myself; I am ready to admit that my own expectations
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in non'lin:LLing w0 office, and those of the Senate in confirming,
hflve, In some cases, been disappointed by the inaction of ill
disposed officers in some instances, and their incompetence in
others. But I have always stood ready, in all cases of inaction
and malfeasance in office, to exercise my prerogative duty of re-
'-m(?vn] » however disagreeable to my own feelings. Andalthough
1t 18 gratifying to find, in the Treasurer’s report, so complete a
refutation of the hitherto prevalent charge of undue favor to
men who are not Republicans, T am not willing to join in the
‘Preasurer’s admission that the insufticiency of the revenue is
attributable to the impossibility of selecting upright and com-
petent men, from the Republican ranks, to fill the offices con-
nected therewith.

The failure of the effort to negotiate a sale of the State bonds,
within the limit preseribed by law, is a matter much to be
rfegrected; for such sale would have relieved the pressing neces-
s.ltles of the State, and such failure must tend to the deprecia-
tion of the State credit; and I fully agree with the Treasurer in
saying that “there is no reason why owr securities should not
command a better price than those of any other Southern
State.” '

What ground there may be for the allegation, in the report
of the Comptroller, that the negotiation of the bonds failed “in
consequence of the constant ramor of corruption,” T am not able
to say, as the negotiation of the bonds was, by ¢Xpress enact-
meut, intrusted entirely to the Comptroller, and, in conformity
with his wishes, T was expressly excluded therefrom.

But such a charge, i a formal report by the officer specially
charged with so important a negotiation, is of too great impor-
tance to be neglected ; it-deserves and I trust, will receive, at
your hands, a most searching investigation.

SECRETARY OF STATI,

The oftice of Seeretary of State under the new Constitution
from the fact that nearly all the officers of the State and counties’
arc appointed, is charged with sufiicient duty to require the
constant service of an assistant. I recommend that authority be
granted the Secretary to employ an assistant, to be paid either
by fees or salary, and that he be charged with the duty of taking
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carc of the State Library. The office has been admirably con-
ducted for the past year, and I invite attention to the sugges-
tions for further reforms in the report herewith submitted.

The late Secretary, George J. Alden, received for commis-
sions, as appears by the records of the office, 3,134, of which
only $1,850 was ever paid to the Treasury. Afterwards the
Legislature appropriated $500 on some claim presented by him
for services as Secretary of State. 1 asked the Comptroller to
withhold the payment to apply on the money retained by hiin,

_ but it was not done, and Mr. Alden stands u defaulter to the
amount of $1,284, as appears onrecord in the Secretary’s office,
DIMIGRATLON.

The able and interesting veport of the Commissioner of Immi-
gration herewith submitted is commended to your special atten-
tion, and I recommend that 2,000 copies be ordered printed for
general circulation. The amount of labor performed by this
officer during the past year has exceeded that of alnost any
'other State officer, and no department has been conducted more
advaitageously to the State. Through the pamphlets and in-
formation circulated from this office an interest has been awak-
ened in all the Northern States that will bring to the State large
accessions of population and capital, and add greatly to its
wealth and resources. ‘

STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,

The leading agriculturists and planters of the State have or-
ganized a State Agricultural Society, at the head of which stands
the late Chief-Justice DuPont, which is one of the most impor-
tant auxiliavies of State advancement. Its transactions, reports
and essays are worthy of preservation and publication at State
expense, and I.would recommend that, in connection with the
annual report of the Commissioner of hinmigration these be an-
mally published, and at least one thousand volumes be furnished
the society for distribution among its members.

PURLIC TANDS.

¥rom the report of the Surveyor General it will be seen that
22,105 80-100 acres of land have been disposed of the past year.
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What amount of money has been received for this does not
appear, as the Treasurer has made no mention of it in his annual
report.

I invite attention to the suggestions of the Surveyor General.
In my judgment, the State lands should only be sold in limited
quantities, for actual settlement. In all dispo'sitions of the
swamp and overflowed lands, drainage should be the first con-
sideration. The grants to H. L. Haxt, for the purpose of
improving the navigation of the Ocklawaha and the lakes con-
necting therewith, and opening a canal to the Withlacoochee, and
to the-Southern Inland Navigation Company, for the connecting
the waters of the St. Johns with Indian river and Biseayne
Bay, are in pursuance of this idea.

COMMON SCILOOLS.

Nearly a year was lost in inaugurating our new system of
common schools, but within she last six months the people have
taken hold of the matter in earnest, and, through the agency of
the local superintendents and the popular demand for educa-
tion, more than 200 schools have been organized, and 7,000 pu-
piis admitted. The State is under great obligations for the aid

. afforded in this work by the Freedmen’s Bureau at Washington,
which has built many fine school buildings, and, through its effi-
cient Superintendent, General Gile, introduced many competent
teachers, and stimulated au interest among the freedmen and
friends of popular education. Eighty-seven school huildings
are now furnished the State by the Bureau.

The manner in which the people and property holders in the
different counties, without distinction of party, liave responded,
in taxes and general attention to this subject, is in the highest.
degree creditable, and in gratifying contrast to the spivit for-
merly manifested against free schools subsisted hy taxation
‘upon the property.

The late hour at which the State Superintendent submitted
his annual report has precluded my availing myself of any sug-
gestions he may have given, and T lay the paper before you as
recejved, for yonr consideration.

T A e
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STATE PENITENTIARY.

The lax administration of criminal law and the large accamu-
lation of crime, previous to the inanguration of the new Consti-
tution and the penitentiary system, has contributed to a rapid
filling up of our State prison, and makes an immediate demand
upon you for attention to the necessities of that institution.

The organization as a military institution is inconvenient and
inconsistént with the spirit of owr government. T recommend
that the law be changed and made to conform to that of other
States for the regulation of similar institutions. Tt has been as
economically managed as possible under the circumstances.
When cells and proper safeguards are introduced it may be
made self-sustaining and secure for the confinement of criminals.
At present it requires a heavy guard, and escape is compara-
tively easy.

There are ninety-four convicts now in the prison, and the
Board of Public Institutions have contracted the labor of fifty
or more of them for three years at a price deemed advantageons.
1 recommend that ten hours instead of eight be fixed as a day’s

work for the prisoners. The report of the Adjutant-Genera
will suggest such improvements as the experience of the past
year has sanctioned.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Owr State Constitution as a whole, is deemed one of the best
in the Union, and contains many provisions which should be
preserved through all time, but it is discovered that there are
in it some sections which should be modified or altogether ab-
rogated. One of these, to which T have heretofore asked your
attention, is Section 27 of Avticle XVI. Tt provides that all
persons who as alien enemies of the Confederacy under the se-
questration acts of the Confederate Congress, and residing in
this State at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, had
property sequestercd and sold by the Confederate authorities,
may recover by suit against this State all the damages they
thus sustained by the sale and detention of their property,
and interest at six per cent. from the time the owner was
80 deprived of his property, and the amount recovered shall be
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paid in lands of the State. The amount of recovery is to be de-
termined by a judge of the court, without the intervention of a
jury. One singular feature of this provision is, that it makes no
difference where the parties sustaining such losses resided at
the time of sustaining the losses, nor whether he ever resided
or had any property in this State before the adoption of the Con-
stitution ; his losses may have occurred in Maryland, or Virginia,
or Texas, yet if he resided here in May, 1868, the State of Flor-
ida is thus required to give him enough of its property to make
good his losses, and the oral testimony of witnesses or of the
party himself is sufficient to establish his claim. And it is also
a peculiar feature of this section, that if any loyal person resid-
ing in Florida sustained such losses, he can get nothing unless
he continued to reside here at the time specified.  This discrim-
ination and the other features of the section, have led evil dis-
posed persons to suggest that the provision was framed for the
purpose of indemnifying particular individuals at the cxpense of
the State, to the exclusion and prejudice of other persons equal-
ly deserving of relicf.

Thave been unable to discover any good reason for any pro-
vision of the kind, or that upon any sound principle this State
should be taxed, either directly or indivectly, to make good the
losses of any class of persons sustained on account of the conduct
of other and irresponsible persons. T, therefore, again urge that
the section referred to be abrogated in the manner provided by
the Constitution.

I also recommend that the Constitution be amended by pro-
viding that the number of terms of the Supreme Court, and the
time of holding the same, may be changed by the Legislature.
The October and April terms as now appointed in Section 4,
Article VL, occur while the circuit courts are in sessionin every
circuit, and it thus becomes inconvenient and-practically almost
impossible for parties having causes in the Supreme Court to
have them properly attended to at a proper time.

There is an almost universal complaint amoung parties who are
so unfortunate as to be involved in suits, and among attorneys,
and by the circuit and county judges, against Section 13, Ar-
ticle VL, which provides that in all trials in the cirenit and

i
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county courts the evidence shall be reduced to writing by the

clerk and read over to and signed by the witnesses. It is found

that compliance with this requirement hinders and delays'the

proceedings of the courts to such anextent, that it is impossible

to complete the business of the courts within the time allotted

to them before the commencement of terms of the circuit courts

in other counties ; that it is oppressively expensive to parties;

that it increases the public expenses by prolonging the terms of
both courts ; and that these and other objections are not corm:

pensated by any benefit growing out of its enforcement. There

can be no reasonable objection to the repeal of this section. It
is supposed that in nineteen oug of twenty of the saits tried, the

testimony taken under it is not again examined for any purpose:
after it i filed. This matter should be entirely regulated by
rules of the conrts. The judges ave competent te determine the
manner of preserving testimony, and in what cases it may be
negessary to do so. )

Talso recommend that the offices of Comptroller and Treasurer
bae consolidated ; the salary attached to the office of Adjutant-
General be stricken out and left to the Legislature ; the office of
Commissioner of Immigration dispensed with after five years
the salary of Lieutenant-Governor be abolished, and he be paid
as President of the Senate ; the Legislature be paid a per diem ;
the judicial circuits be reduced to five, and $300 be added to
each salary.

REPEAL OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMEXNT LAW.

Iwould call your attention to the “ Act to provide for an.d
encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvement in thlsv
State,” and would respectfully recommend the repeal of the
same. For while I cordially approve the principle which led to
its passage, if in circumstances that would enable the _Stat-e to
secure the object aimed at, I believe that its provisions are
such, and the manner in which the fundis sought to be created,
as are well calculated to mislead the public and the private benefi-
ciaries under it.

The act of the Thirty-first Congress, passed September 28, -
1850, grants to the State of Florida, all the unsold swamp and
overflowed lands within her territorial limits, under certain re-
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bt]';lib-tloﬂb, to wit: That the proceeds thereof, whether from sale
. ey - \ B N 1 H M ) §
gl lrect appropriation in kind, shall he applied exclusively, so
ar 43 1ecessary imi said $ 1  Jove
. d; ccessary, to reclaiming said lands by means of levees
fn rains,  Under these restrictions, to render such lands fit
0]‘ ':ul i rL. . - - . - . . . Y . ‘-
cultivation, they were subject to the disposal of the Legisla-
tare, ' 7
. The Leaisiature of 1855 n (i 1 g .
K ;3 _Jgo.mlatmc of 1855 vested the title to these, and the In-
erna Improvement lands proper, in five Trustees, for the pur-
pose ot creating an Internal Tmprovement Fund., This act di.
verts the disposition of the lands and the proceeds thereof, in o
. ; » . a . . - ’ ‘
manner, and for objects, wholly at variance with the grant from
5 AJ . Al P, ) ‘
the General Government. For the grant recites the fact, that
M Jaa x- H BTCC . He -1 ] p ' : ', .
.1t, 1Tue> n accordance with, and-for the purposcs contemplated
e act of Congress authorizing its issue. But without dis-
lcubsmg how far, or whether in any way, this diversion of the
ands will affect the corporations alr Cacti -
: ations already acting " our State
Legislation, the act C()lit"lill s other \ fons, “nde_l e
Legi n, : itains other provisions, that in the pres-
ent' tmpoverished condition of the State, should no longer
main on our statute book. N
T T 2 ¥ )Y 1 3
The value of lands appropriated, the direct respousibility of
the State in pledging the Internal Improvement Fund for inter-
est on Fhe bonds issued, and to be issued, the release of all such
companies from taxation, and their employees from highway
. e, LI . W = :
t_:u}ea, military and jury duties; the cnabling act it is for all
citics, towns and counties to increasec taxation ; the making the
bonds of such cities 5 ies : nd
s of clt‘wg,.’cowns and _countics a legal tender, and the
compulsory obligation to receive an evidence of debt, and can-
cel the debt of the corporation, are some of the anomalous and
oppressive features of the act, to which I call your particular at-
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STATYE ARMS,

][n_ September, 1568, in view of the public threais made by
le:;xdmg opponents, and the organizations of lawless bands of con-
spirators against the State government, I visited New York and
attempted toloan sufficient armament to defend the officers of the
law and maintain the authority of the government. Failing to
obtain a loan, I purchased two thousand stands of arms ;itlx
equipments, and twenty rounds of ammunition, on a credit of four

-
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arms.
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raonthis, At an aggregate cost, including nsurance to Jackson-
ville, of $21,090, which was paid as soon as the Legislature made
the appropriation iu IFebruary. :

On the way from Jacksonville about one half of these guns
and nearly all the ammunition were rendered unfit for serviee or
destroyed, by one of the bands of outlaws referred to, after hav-
ing been thrown from the cars by persons seereted on the train.
No action has been taken by the railroad eompany to discover
the perpetrators or restore the damage, and none of the erimi-
nals have.yet been brought to justice.

By an act of Congress, each Congressional District is entitled
to reecive from the Federal govérnment 1,650 per anmum in
In August last T visited the War Otlice at Washington
to ascertain what amount was due Florida on this account.” T
found that no charge cxisted against the State for issues sinee
1560, and therefore, that there was justly due on this account
the sum of $14,850.

The charge for o single musket and accoutrements I was iu-
formed by the Ordnance officer was $20, and for brecch-loaders
$26. This would entitle us to 742 muskets or 571 breech-loaders.
At the rate at which I purchased in New York, however, it would
give us 1,485 muskets or about 1,000 brcech-loading arms.  n
view of'this fact, and that we have already purchased, Trecommend
that our Representative be requested to ask Congress to refund
to the State of Florida the amount paid for avms, and that the
eame be chavged in the account at the Orvdnance Office to be ve-
funded from the annual appropriation for arms.

THE MTLITLA.

The enrollment of the militia ordercd by the Legislature has
pregressed slowly and the returns ave still incomplete. T have
not decmed it wise, in the peculiar condition of the popular
mind, to attempt to precipitate the organization of the militia,
and have withheld appointment ot officers wntil the rolls should
‘be completed. T shall, however, at the present session submit
the names of general officers, and the Adjutant-General will pro-
ceed as rapidly as possible to perfect the organization and pre-
pare it for service as eireuinstances may require.

MARITAL LAW.

In view of the nurnercus murders ot defenecless freedmen and
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of officers of the law, and of the armed organizations which have

‘threatened the peace of communities in various counties of the

State, an urgent and repeated demand has been made upon me
tor the establishment of martial law in those districts.

This is a measure which should be resorted to only’ under eir-
cumstances of the most urgent necessity, and when the lives and

property of the community camot be otherwise secured. No ar-

bitrary or extreme measures should be resorted 10 except in the
last extremity. At the same time, if civil government is rendered
powerless to protect life and property, and avnned men usarp
control, it becomes the imperative duty of the Tixceutive to place
the district under military rule. To do this effectively would
tnvolve an expenditure of not lzss than $100,000 and inight casily
require half a million.  §t would retard immigration and lrapov-
erigh the State.

Lhave, therefore, sought every other means and determined
to exhaust every alternative hefore TEROFEING 10 80O Erave un ex-
pedient.  In the counties of Jackson, Columbia aud Hamilton
Iawless men have at times entirely overawed the eivil authori.
ties and committed crime with temporary impunity. These
men have been encouraged by the local newspaper and by the
utterance of false and malicious charges against the government.
Low passions and base prejudices have been appealed to in some-
cases to induce revenge for imaginary wrong in the past; i
others, wantonness and riot, whiskey and bad passions have
caused bloodshed and disorder.

I have received assnrances from all these counties that thesc
outrages shall be repressed and the criminals brought to justice.
In Jackson county, where the outrages have been the most ag-
gravated, at the term of court now just closed, indictments have
been found against several of the most prominent, and if justice
is meted out to these, further outbreaks may be prevented. In
the other counties named the officers and law-abiding ecitizens
still hope to surmount the difficulties. 1 shall, however, under
the law authorizing a volunteer militia, immediately take the nee-
essary steps to meet any further insurrectionary demoustrations,
and hope 0 be able to render effective any measure that may be
required to compel obedience Lo law,  To enable me to do this
you must make the necessary sppropriation to meet the efi;)ellsz?.

b n e ity ol
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SECIMKT POLICE,

In consideration of the outrages upon freedmen and the often
repeated threats that colored men should not hold office or sit on
juries, at your first session you authorized me to employ as many
persons as I deemed necessary to securc protection to life, liberty

and property of the inhabitants of the State. Under this act

T employed men to visit different portions of the State to pri-
vately assist the officers of the law in securing criminals snd
i‘:tp;it{y'es from justice, and in investigating cases of oppression
and murder. I have incurred expenses under this law of a few
kundred dollars for which I placed vouchers in the Comptroller’s
office.  But as the efficiency of this service depends entirely upon
the privacy with which it is conducted, since January last T
have paid most of these expenses, and shall ask the apprepria-

tion at your hands.

IVATTONS

UNITED STATES MILITARY

Tn addition to the property at Chattahooehee, the oceupaney
of which has been obtained for a Penitentiavy, the aited
States Government holds valunble bands and build h
ary for i6s wse, and which are unoceuplied.

o whie
]

ars 1o longer necos
B S ) o ceneral Mherman. the
In August last I applied in person to ieneral Sherman, then

acenpy the abandoned bai-

Secrotary of War, for auvthority to

T " wd Pamma. fo
racks and grounds at Bt Angustine and Tampa, fo

1
T
I

venevolent

wias tor the nsane, blind, deal

puirposes, in connection with asy
and dumb

)

orphans, or for efuentional or other Htate purposes

1
pe
i

slature might desive. was informed that the law

orcing; the same, hut that they

a3 the Leg
forbid the Department’s ti
would be freely sud clhieertully relinguished to the coutrol of

5, heing no longer vequived for purposes of the Depart-

LConoros:

ment. )
so an old building at Bt. Augustine, fovmerly oceu-

There is 3
pied as a United States Court House, which is now abandoned,

no longer necessary to the general government.

Tn view of the impoverished and destitute condition of the
State, I think, upon application of the Legislature by memorial,
Congress might be induced to cither grant these to the Ntate
for benevolent and edneational purposes, or give us the ocen-
HAves,

pancy of the same until we are able to build for owr
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. PISHERIES.
The oyster banks and fisheries of Florida are of much greater
importance than iz generally considered, and should receive

attention at your hands. They should be a source of revenue-
“to the State, and shounld be properly guarded by stringent

cnactments. The practice of erecting weirs and pounds at the
mouths of our rivers should be immediately prohibited, as these
obstructions, if permitted, will soon deprive those waters of the
most valuable fish, as has been done on streams in Carolina and
further north.

- AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

By an act of Congress, Florida js entitled to ninety thousand

acres of public lands, for the establishment of an agricultural -
college. Under the decision of the Department of the Interjor,.

we may obtain serip for this amount of lands, to be located
anywhere on the public domain. On a personal application at
the General Land Office, I was informed that, upon authority
being granted by the Legislature to rececive the scrip, it would
immediately be issued. This scrip will sell in the market for
nincty cents per acre, and yield $81,000, which is required to

be invested either in the immediate construction of the college-

or in interest bearing bonds for that purpose, when the worlk
shall be undertaken. T recommend immediate action in this
behalf, so that the fund may be accumulating at as carly a
period as possible.

DIVISION OF THE STATE,

At the last session of the Tegislature a proposition was
received from Alabama to open o negotiation for n cession to
that State of the western portion of Florida, and I was author-
ized to appoint & board of commissioners to visit Montgomery
to treat upon that subject. I appointed Messrs. Purman, Dyke, .
and Moragne, who concluded a treaty (a copy of which I here-
with submit), which was submitted to the people of that por-
tion of the State trveated for in accordance with the law, and
by them approved. The vote was as follows:

: - For.  Agsi. Toidl..
Escambincounty. ... oo il L 436 852 78
Franklin county. . 58 26 84

Holmes county : e 41 113
Santa Rosacounty....................... P 119 155 274

o

o ATRSN

[

For. Agst. Tota.

aun
Wallon county.......ovvevreeosnn e %‘(Y’g gg :’%
‘Washington county........ e e 19 X7
Calbonn COUNEY. v vnvv e cnsime e ar e
JaCKSON COUMEY -« o v aeevanne e e neees N o_e e _1—. L
TOLEL. -+ e oo e 1162 661 1803

This action is, of course, only preliminary, and concludes
nothing. The Constitution fixes the boundary, and to c.hange
that houndary would require more than a mere legislative act
and the vote of a portion of the State. I presume no very con-
siderable portion of the people of the State, or their Representa-
tives, seriously entertain the idea of ceding one-fifth of our
territory and population and the finest harbor on the Gulf to

- the iurisdiction of another State, almost without consideration.

PROVISION FOR THE DESTITUTE.

1 recommend that some measures be taken at your present
session for a systematic provision by the counties throug}mut
the State-for the poor. In a country where a subsistence 18 80
easily obtained there should be none so destitute as to require
pubﬁc charity ; but, unfortunately, there is a large class of
whites ag well as blacks, who, through ignorance, vagraney,
vice, or for some other canse, demand public agsistance. In-
stead of the present loose habit of allowing them to come to t}‘le
boards of supervisors and drawing supplies to be \vast.ed or mis-
appropriated, I recommend that each county be required to es-
tablish a home for the poor and destitute, where they can bc re-
ceived and cared for and subjected to proper discipline, and re-
quired to labor for support when capable. I would then eause
every mendicant or applicant for public charity to be arrested, and
if worthy provide them a homej; if impostors, punish thel.n. By
providing a farm and suitable convenicences, the counties may
in this way rendev the poor sclf-subsisting, besides doing a public
charity. '

COMMUTATIONS AND DPARDONS,

By the Constitution, the Justices of the Supreme Court,
Att(;rnuy General, and Governor are vested with authority to
“remit fines and forfeitures, commute punishment, and grant
pardons”  No law has, as yet, been passed regulating the man-
ner of applying for pardons, but the following is a list of sufzh as
have veceived clemency from the Board up to the present time :

A




PARDONS—1860.

ety

| ' ! | T
N0, | NAME. I emme, | WUERE WHBN CONVICTED : N WHEN TAR-|
i L e T L o
1 |Richard Tuplett..{Larcevy . .... Jeficrson ¢ eCor | i 3ai K L
3ic Robiusog ..... \Lm‘c.en‘;' = Jefiers Eg.‘. ﬁg 11(558113 ...................... @% am} }mpx_l‘snm:t co. jail 60 days Jan. 15, '69. Paym’{ fine and costs
3 |Jas. Harrie.. ... .. Laveeny . - JcRerson co..|Norecord. .. L. "$1 33:1 j}gplésnm,: co. Ja'lll o doye T ;69' Pnym:t fno and costa
é é ;_"mith. o l]I;m'ccny C e {J ci}t‘creou co.. 1.J'nmmry TL'I'I]).,.(.J-()‘ll-I‘\ll;’I Conrl lﬂﬂ and imgi'i:g}g‘t gg.%gil ?i(()) ggg ‘1];‘):;1]). 11?5‘ ’%% %g)}:g’g ggg :Eg gggta
5 8. Israc .. ‘Larceny iJefierson co,. lJannary Teim, County Court. i%1 and i 5 *t 60, jai ¢ tiat pen 8
6 e Tareony el SO Y Lo, ; d imprisnm’t co. jail 60 days|Feb. 13, °6¢ 'Paym’t fine and t,
. 5 "1;;11)2. . i]f‘\'urci(‘tnisli o 1Jcﬁcn:nn co.. ‘}meumg ’.I‘ulm, _(.omlty Court.. 1$1 :».n(l imprirnm’t co. juil 60 daylecb. 13,700 Pn§m‘t fine ;tnd gg:t:
: \i d d;ndn. Sty }G%l:uriOrnugc co ... il‘ 1 Tenm Cie, C'L Sl CL, ‘ljS.iStnl.c Tenitcutiary, one year..... Jan. & '00  Full Pardon
Monduy Jones... Larcews ... |Uamilten co.{Spmine Term, Cir, C'f. 8d C't. 09 Stale Penitentic jear e
0w, o i I ) 1 e Term, Cir, O 8d G, Stale enitentiary, one year..... dan. 10, '00 Ifull Pardon... ......
W. Hapion,.... 'Larceyy ... 'Columbin co..'Fall ‘Tern, Cir. C't. 8d C't., 68, '§500 ... ... ... ieiies ST July 14,0 Full Pardon..........
DEATH WARRANTS-—1869.
=N
7 - ; [ .
wo.l NAME. - cnnr, - | vrox wwom. | VHERE WHEN CONVICTED ENTENCE WARRANT |  WHEN
™ LS | TRON WHON | corvierEa. | : 0 BENTENGE. ISSURD, | EXECUTED.
. i H ;_-—._..,.. e R — ; T o
1 |Turner Woodz. .. iMurder. . ... \Jacob Davis, Madison eo . Spring Thm Circuil C't, 68 : . roq i
% :} thFl‘;‘eemnn . iIMm'd . aA.LJ'. Min\clx:: , %quglaﬁ;?l});;\)c F%\Hlzlne’lﬁnm()icgéﬁ%]t%‘gutr’t‘ b’% '%“g Bg gii‘é}}%gﬂ giq;\'s@é;; > ;{Iuol:c !%8;(‘339 i, ;JN'uly 8i9‘6?b9 .
3 |Josiah Byrd...... Murder....... W, Seott... Hcimando co..iFail Term Circnit Conrt, '60..iT0o be ex y ) % g Iov. 15, 9.
: - |parae a . t... fan 0. 1 Civeni ¢ execnted pleas. Gov. Nov, 24, ; K
1 IAleck Miller.. ... 'Murder,. ... i— O'Rourke. Na-2au co.... Fall Tesm Circnit Court, '69../To be executed Feb. 11, *10. iDec. 1%,”6%?..@3%. 1171’, .
REPRIEVES-—1869.
NO-l‘ NANE. 1 CRIME. i UPON WIIONM ‘ WITENE CONVICT | ¢ - -D;J‘E oF i
| i ; AL : WITEXE CONVICTED. | WIEN CONYICTED. ety : TO WHAT TIME.
" ; i ,_.,i ................... “ ............... - .. .............................................. ramenan e | SRS ——— LI
1 Turner Wooda. .. |AMurder. iJacob Daviy | Madison county %) irend
1T 2 . der....... idncob Davis...... Madis Yoo Springy Term Civenit Court, 1868.... June 7,°69..... 8,
2 M. Gavin........ No record. ... 'No vecord........ lWakul]n connty.. ... .-~ ICircuit Coutt ... e Nov.13,°89... g‘%]g'g;\y?ﬁaﬁll(ﬁw
- N
REMISSION OF FINES IMPOSED-—1869.
= s 523
f i [ O ! : : ! |
wo. | xaxE. cruy, o oRd UOK WILEN CONVICTED.  SENTENCE REMARKS, WHEN BEMIT| 1BRME.
—] | —— -
. .
iThos. Darling.. .. Lareeny........ |Jefferson Co.{No record....... cooonenn Fined $500 Jan'y 15, 1860
5 !Alfred Williame,|Larceny..... ... defferson Qo. No record...... ined $100 » Jan'y 15, 186L9.!
3 Prank Ivey...... |Larceny ... [Hamilton Co.|No rccord.. iMined £500.11n Jail tince Nov. 2, 1863 |Jan’y 20,1860
4 W, Jenkins.. .. Larceny........ Hamilton Co. Ko record ‘Fined $500. In Jail since Nov. 26, 150~ Jan’y 20, 1809
5 iJacob Prossgr...!Larceny. ...... Hamilton Co.|No record.. ... NO record. . |In Jail gince Nov. 26, 1805 |Jan'y 20 1860, .
¢ :Wm. Sanders....{Larceny........|Monroe Co..{Fall {erm Cir Court, '¢5' Fined $150. June 1, 18600 Upon p'ie’sls
7 iAlex. Wilson .. |Larceny “I¥onroe Co.. Fal) term Circenit Court, *68 Fined $150. Juue %, 1569 1Upon p'icyts
A [Jno. J. Johnsgon. ! Larceny........|Gadsden Co.. (Spring term Cirenit Ct., ’EU‘Fined £250. June T, 1369
9 iRoss Parker..... No record.... .. |Escambia C¢o.Sprivg tenn Cirenit Ct., 69 Fined $100. June &, 1899
10 IBalanm Malphus,'Mangiaughter. . Hamilton Co. 'Spring teim Circnit Ct , *69'Fined §150.! Priso’rtobedel’d inprizon.'Ang. 1, 1869. 1
g = -
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCES—1869.
| I——— P . - ox- | 4
No. % NAMES, ‘i CIME. i“ HERE SN i WHEN CONYIZTED. ‘%SENTENCE. I“YHEN ki LXE V?I?anﬁ:\r TERMS, &
_...__i 1._._.___“.___.4_,_‘ R — i .................... - |
1 BillMogean ....|Murder........ Alachna Co..|Fall term Circuit Ct.. 1863 To be exe'd November 25. 1868 Jan'y 27, 1869 Tmprison't for life.
9 A, McCall . dMurder ....... Alachua Cu._|Fnll ferm Circnit Ct., 1sox To be exe'd November 28, 1365 Jan’y 27, 1569 Imprison’t for lifo.
3 Smal Walker. .. Murder ... .... Alnchua Co..{Fall term Circnit Ct., 1468 \To be exe’d November 2¢, 18t~ Jan'y 23, 169 Iinprison’t for lifo.
4 Abram King..... Murder, | Madison Co.[Spring term Cire't Ct.. 1,60 /To Le exe'd June 11, 1860......, June 7, 1804 Linprison’t for life.
5 Randal Reevis.,.|No record..... IColumbia Ce. Spring term Cire’t Ct., 186011 yr 8t. pen —ignne 8, 1860 Im. $10fine andcste.

SUSPENSION OF TFINES.

1 iFrank Brooks
«John Connots.

3 Pony Ford..
4 iIsanc Lewis,
5 iMoses Bland

NAME.

CRINE. WHEN CONVICTED. .]"DATE o

IWHETE CONVICT'D]

all term Circwit Court, 1860 ‘December
pring term Circait Court, 1869 December
pring term Circnit Conrt, 1869 December
pring term Clrenit Court, 1869 December
iFall term Cirenit Conrt, 1869 December

cfferron County
lonroe County
eon County..

ar'ng conc’d weapons
. PSON. .. evn e s

JUivareeny.... ...l iLeon County..
.......... ‘Larceny................ Leon County..

TIME,

Until further orders....
Until forther orders....
y ....{Until further orders....
24, 1869....{Until further orders....
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UNION DANK,

Iu.purmmnce of the law of August, 1868, authorizing the
a_ppou.ltment of a committee of three, to inquire into the :ondi-'
tipn, liabilities, and assets of the Union Bank of Florida, and ag
to the liabilities of the State or of the United St-:ltes‘ ,f;n- the
bonds of sa}'d bank, T appointed W. J. Purman. W H
Gleason, and J. T. Bernard to discharge that duty., dge
Ben?a,rd Immediately took up the case and submitted a report,

- but it was subsequently withdrawn by the committee for fur-’
ther consideration, and was not returned, Tt will, undoubtedly
be submitted in time for your action at the presel;t session fm}d’
T trust that some way may be found to dispose of this m:‘itler,

50 as to relieve the State and the people of further liability and
Inconvenience, )

Judge

DIGEST AND CODE.

A law was passed in Augus , § iz
law was passed in August, 1868, authorizing the Governor

to employ a connnissi‘on, of not exceeding three persons, lesrned
i the law and familiar with ite practice, to make a ciomplet(e
and aceurate digest of all the laws of F] orida of » n'enera_l-na-
ture, not in conflict with the Constitution, and whiEh may he
thou.ght best to retain in foree, and also in connection with th‘e'
.‘]élcs.t-lces of the Supre?ne Court, to prepare a code of pr

In Febroary last I appointed Judge A. H. Bush to prepare
j:ile digest, and Hon. Robert M. Smith the code of pracii‘ce:‘
Both works. are now completed, and will be submitted at tlw:
present session.  The code will require your approval to become
alaw. Tt is well prepared, and will be satisfactory to all who
wish to dispense with the common law sv i
difficult legal practice. ]

actice,

stem and adopt a less

TIE STATE CAPITOL.

The conditi?n of the Capitol building and grounds isa dis-
grace to the State and a dishonor to republican government
The building shouid bave a new roof immediatel:)' to save it;
from ruin. 1t should be thoroughly renovated and lgitinte(]. The
Agsembly Hall should have a gallery and Ve re-furnished, and
many of the rooms should be also re-furnished. United S’t-ates
ofticers claim the use of two of the rooms and pay no rent. There

N 27
ix now no suitable room for the Commissioner of Immigration,
nor is there room enongh according to the present arrangement
for the books of the State Library to be properly disposed of.
I recommend that o joint committee be appointed to examine
and report a proper plan for the improvement of the Capitol and
gronnds, and re-arrangement of the rooms, and that a law be
passed forbidding the future use of the halls for travelling show-
men and other purposes derogatory to the State Capitol, or the
appropriation and occupancy of the rooms except for State pur-
poses and by State officers.

DISABILITY FOL PARTICIPATION IN THE REBELLION,

: The Federal Government, in restoring to the people of the

South their forfeited rights, after the war, reserved from a cer-
; tain class the right to hold office. This restriction was
' deemed necessary to -the future protection of the Govern-
ment, and was adopted purely as o measure of safety.
The comrse pursued by many who have received the amnesty
and protection of the Government indicates the wisdom of this
precaution, But the time when such arestriction was necessary
in this State has passed, though not, perhaps, in some of the
other States. I recommend that Congress be asked to pass a
Dbill relieving all citizens of this State from disability on account
of participation in the rebellion, upon their filing with the See-
retary of State an application for such relief. N

|
i

RAILROAD POLICY.

Oun the 20th March last the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund sold the Pensacola and Georgia and the
Tallahassee Railroads, nnder the law, on account of the ¥Fund.
Sufticient was realized to relieve the fund from further incum-
brance on that account. The report of the Secretary of the
Board will give the particulars. - :

The purchasers, as in the case of the Central Road before sold
asked the necessary legislation to enable them to construct their
road immediately to the Apalachicola, which was granted. A
law was also passed providing direct State aid to complete our
system west to Pensacola and Mohile, and sounth to Charlotte
Harbor. . .
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Under pretence of fraud and allegations of corruption, a bold

effort was made to throw the matter into inextricable confusion, -

and prevent the further progress of the works, Men without
means of their own sought to induce the county bhoards of com-
missioners of counties holding stock, to commence suits at the
expense of the people, against the uew.company. A court was
appealed to, and the extraordinary and unparalleled order was
procured, without notice to the owners, and in their absence, to
place the road and all its property in the hands of irresponsible
parties, with a merely nominal hond,

This paralyzed the progress of the work, and defeated the
purpose in calling the special session of the Legislature, viz. :
the immediate completion of the road to the river,

Our Supreme Court was appealed to, and as in a previous
memorable instance, found competent to protect the interests of
the State and the rights of the people. The usurpation was de-
feated, though not in time to prevent great damages. The work

is now progressing slowly to consummation. But it seems to me .

that some law should exist, that would vender men criminally
hable, who should originate such schemes: of fraud and plan-
der.

* No bonds have been issued, or asked for, uader this law, and
T am informed by the company that it is not their purpose to
ask the issue of bonds in advance of the work, and then only
under such restrictions, as will preclude the disgracelnl and un-
founded charges of attempted fraud upon the State.

I pursnance of the law, I appointed C. R. Alton, ¥sy., an en-
gineer of experiende and distinction, State Engincer in charge
of the works until perfected.

The Florida Railroad Company has not signified its purpose
to proceed with the construction of the road to Tampa and Char-
lotte Harbor, and unless it shall be found that it does so pro-

" pose, I recommmend that its franchise be granted to some other
party, who will undertake the immediate prosecution of the
work. ‘ )

, RAILROAD LAND GRANTS,

In this connection, I wish to eall your attention to the fact
that no effors appears yet to have been made in Congress, to
restore to our State the grants of lands in aid of our railvoads,
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which were forfeited during the war. '~ Other States have had
their grants restored, and my information, based upon state-
mc;11ts of a member of the Committee on Public Lands in Cou-
gress, is that we have only to introduce the proposition, to Te-
ceive the sanction of that body, as was done at the last session
in.the case of Alabama. I presented in behalf of Florida a
memorial on this subject to the Senate at the last session, acopy
of which is herewith submitted, but no action was had that
am advised of. ’ '
FEDERAL RELATIONS.

The relations of the re-organized States of the South have
been placed npon a much more secure and sound basis within
the last few monthz.  The purpose has been again and finally
affirmed by Congress and the administration, that the guaran-
tee by the Constitution of a republican form of government to
all the States shall be maintained, if necessary, by federal force.

The act of bad faith of a neighboring State, in denying
rights which they had sworn to secure, has received, at the
haunds of the Government, appropriate rebuke, which affords to

-our newly enfranchised citizens an carnest of future protection

and security. So far Florida has, in all its departments, kept
its faith inviolate, and the equal rights of its citizens are gen-
erally conceded by all classes. I have received, very recently,

* practical demonstration of the purpose of the Federal Govern-
‘ment to atford us all necessary aid in the enforcement of the

laws. .

In conclusion, allow me to assure you of my earnest desire to
co-operate with the represcntatives of the people in every meas-
ure having for its object the prosperity of the State. It is un-
necessary for me to admeonish you to economy in expenchtlfre.
All have a common interest in relieving the people of taxation,
and the condition of the State is such as to call upon all to nnite
in one purpose to extricate it from its embarrassment, :md se-
curc cfficiency in the administration of the govermflent. Invok-
ing for your deliberations the blessings and gludan(.;e _(?f the
Most High, I invite your advice, counsel and co-operation in he-
half of the interests of the State and people.

' Hazrnisoxy Resp. -

I
I

R A b

14
4
'

)
y
b
3
j
)
1

4
’
!
’
’
1




ey

' ‘Wﬁnumxs, The bill passed at the last
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The joint mceting then adjourned and the members of the
Senate repaired to the Senate chamber.

Mr. Henderson presented the following Resolution :
- Liesolved, That three hundred copies of the Governor’s mes-

" sage and the accompanying reports of the Treasurer and Comyp-

troller be immediately printed for the use of the Senate, and
that the sergeant-at-arms be required to place 12 copies on the
desk of the presiding officer and each Senator as soon as they
are printed.

On motion of Mr. Smith the Senate adjourned till 10 A, M.
to-morrow.

THURSDAY, January 6th, 1570—10 A. M.

"The Senate convened in conformity to adjournment.

The Lieutenant-Governor in the chair.

Journal of yesterday read and approved. .

Roll being called, the following Scnators answered to their
names : :

Messrs. Atkins, Crawford, (zinn, Henderson,
minger, Meacham, McCaskill, Pearce, Purman, S
Vaughan, Walls, Weeks and Wentworth—16.

Mr. Walls presented the following resolution :

Hillyer, Krim-
mith, Smithson,

session of the Legislatare
of the State of Florida, entitled “ An Actto perfect the Public
Works of the State,” hasbeen changed in some of its most es-
sential features after it was passed upon by this Legislature ;
AND WHEREAS, Various rumors of fraud and corraption have
been circulated in connection with this bill ; therefore be it

‘Lesolved, That a committee of seven, four from the Asscmbly
and three from the Senate, be appointed to investigate the mat-
ter, report fully and thus vindicate the honor and integrity of
the Legislature, and that the said committee have power to send
for persons and papers;

Which was read the first time, on motion of My, Walls the
sccond time, and on motion of Mr. McCaskill the resolution was
made a joint resolution, and referred to a committee of five, vz,
three from the Assembly and two from the Senato, ’

‘Which, on motion of Mr. Smith, was amended to appoint a
committee of four from the Assembly and three from the Senate,

and that the committee have power to send for persons
pers.

Reésolution No. 2
Was read first, second and third times and passcd by the fol-
lowing vote: ’

and pa-

31

Yeas—>Messrs. Atkins, Crawford, Cruse, Ginn, I—IenckrsonP
Hillyer, Katzenberg, Kendrick, Krimminger, Meacllmn\l} Mc}Cas-
Lill, Pearce, Purman, Smith, Simpson, Underwood, Vaughan,
Walls, Weeks, and Wentworth—20.

Vays—None. R

ri}l?c) foll\oz‘ing Senators were appointed on the part of the
beg;f:ms Walls, Kendrick, and Prurman were appointed on said
. tee. .
cogilll‘.ng;immiuger preseited the following Memonal: ' )

Memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying Tioz:
the re-opening and re-establishing tlle Mail Route 11‘0'11111~1I\ ew
Troy in Lafayette county to Clear Water Harbor 111le‘ sboro
county, Florida, via Cedar Keys by water, once s week or as may
guit contractor, the distance of three hundred miles : _

The people of the State of Florvida represented in Se-nasz CIN:((
Assembly, Would respectfully request our Senators and Repre-
sentatives in the Congress of the United States, to use their best
exertions to get the route rc-established. _l]le_ Secretal_'y of
State is hereby instructed to forward a copy of this Memorial to
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress ;

Which was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Smith made the following motion: ,

Moved that the sergeant-at-arms be directed to procure one
dozen extra chairs, to be placed inside the bar of the Senate;

Which was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION.

" Be it Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly conquxrring:, that
2 joint committee consisting of three members of the Senate
and four of the Assembly, be appointed to constitute a commit-
tee on Appropriations, and to whom all matters of appropria-
tious shall be referred. L S ]
Presented by Mr. Wentworth, which was read the first time.
Rules suspended and read the second time. ) :
Mr, Wentworth gave notice that he will at some future day
introduce'a bill to incorporate the Tampa R. R. (,vompal:y.
On motion of Mr. Smith the Senate adjourned to 4 . M. to-
day. . '

FOUR O°CLOCK, P. M.

The Senate convened in pursuance to adjournment.
The Licutenant-Governor in the chair.
A quorum present. ) . )
e chair announced the following standing committces :




